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Islam and customs in Minangkabau: Analysis of the Indigenous Concept of Basandi Syarak, 
Syarak Basandi Kitabullah (in the Perspective of Buya Hamka and A.A. Navis) 
 
Abstract. This research discusses the concept of Adat Basandi Syarak, Syarak Basandi Kitabullah (ABS–
SBK) from the perspective of Buya Hamka and criticism by A.A. Navis towards its application in 
Minangkabau society. Buya Hamka views ABS-SBK as an ideal foundation that emphasizes harmonious 
integration between customs and Islamic law. According to him, customs function as social tools that 
gain legitimacy as long as they are based on the values of the Koran and Sunnah, as emphasized in the 
QS. An-Nisa' verse 59. In this view, Islam is the main source of values, while custom is a means of 
implementing moral values and justice in social life. In contrast, A.A. Navis expressed criticism of the 
ABS-SBK practice, which was considered to often stop at a symbolic level and had not been fully 
realized consistently in social reality. He highlighted the deviations that occur when customs and 
religion are exploited for the sake of power or social status, thus deviating from the moral substance of 
Islam as emphasized in the Prophet's hadith regarding adhering to the Qur'an and Sunnah. A 
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comparison of the two figures shows that their differences are complementary: Hamka emphasizes the 
normative and philosophical dimensions, while Navis emphasizes the empirical and evaluative 
dimensions. Thus, the ABS-SBK concept remains relevant as an integrative framework between 
customs and religion, as long as it is accompanied by moral commitment and real implementation in 
facing the social dynamics of contemporary Minangkabau society. 
 
Keywords: ABS–SBK, Buya Hamka, A.A. Navis, Minangkabau customs, integration of Islam and 
culture 

 

 
 

INTRODUCTION 
Minangkabau society has a unique value system which is formulated in the 

Basandi Syarak Indigenous philosophy, Syarak Basandi Kitabullah (ABS–SBK). This 
philosophy emphasizes that Minangkabau customs must be based on Islamic 
teachings, while Islamic teachings are based on the Al-Qur'an and the sunnah of the 
Prophet Muhammad. This principle is the basis for regulating social life, culture and 
customary law of the Minangkabau people, as well as forming a collective perspective 
in understanding the relationship between custom and religion. 

In practice, ABS–SBK is understood not only as a normative guideline but also 
as a cultural identity of the Minangkabau people. However, its application in social 
life does not always align with the ideal concept formulated. This situation has given 
rise to various interpretations and criticisms, particularly from Minangkabau 
intellectuals. Buya Hamka views ABS–SBK as an ideal form of integration between 
custom and Islam, so that custom must always refer to the Qur'an and Hadith to 
remain within the corridor of Islamic law and moral values. 

In contrast to this view, A.A. Navis sees a gap between the ideal concept of ABS–
SBK and the social reality of Minangkabau society. Through his literary works and 
essays, Navis critiques customary and religious practices that tend to be formalistic 
and do not always reflect values of justice and morality. The differences in views 
between Buya Hamka and A.A. Navis demonstrate that ABS–SBK is a dynamic concept 
open to study, particularly in understanding the relationship between custom and 
Islam amidst social change in Minangkabau society. 
 
RESEARCH METHODS 

This research is descriptive-analytical with normative-philosophical and 
sociological approaches. The normative-philosophical approach is used to examine 
the theological foundations of Buya Hamka's thinking, referring to the Quran, 
particularly Surah An-Nisa' verse 59, and relevant hadiths of the Prophet. Meanwhile, 
a sociological approach is used to understand the social context of Minangkabau 
society and A.A. Navis' empirical critique of ABS-SBK practices. 
 
DISCUSSION 
Buya Hamka's views on the ABS–SBK concept  

Buya Hamka views the concept of Adat Basandi Syarak, Syarak Basandi 
Kitabullah (ABS–SBK) as an ideal foundation in the life of the Minangkabau people. 
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In various scientific studies discussing Hamka's thoughts, he is positioned as a figure 
who emphasizes the importance of integration between Islamic customs and 
teachings. According to Hamka, custom and religion are not two conflicting systems, 
but rather complement each other. Custom functions as a social device that regulates 
society's life, while syarak (Islamic religion) is the main source of values that 
determine truth, justice and morality. Therefore, customs only have legitimacy if they 
are based on Islamic teachings. 

Buya Hamka's views are in line with the words of Allah SWT. in QS. An-Nisa' 
verse 59: 

عُوا الرَّسُوْلَ وَاوُلِِ الَْْمْرِ مِنْكُمْْۚ فاَِنْ تَ نَازَعْتُ  َ وَاَطِي ْ عُوا اللّٰٓ ا اَطِي ْ يَ ُّهَا الَّذِيْنَ آمَنُ واْ مْ فِْ شَيْءٍ فَ رُدُّوْهُ اِلَِ اللِّٰٓ يٰآ
تُمْ تُ ؤْمِنُ وْنَ بِِللِّٰٓ وَالْيَ وْمِ الْْٓخِرِِۗ ذٓلِكَ خَيٌْْ وَّاَحْسَنُ تََْوِيْلً   وَالرَّسُوْلِ اِنْ كُن ْ
 
ࣖ  

Meaning: "O you who believe! Obey Allah and obey the Messenger 
(Muhammad), and the ulil amri among you. Then if you differ in opinion about 
something, then return it to Allah (the Qur'an) and the Messenger (sunnah), if you 
truly believe in Allah and the Last Day" (QS. An-Nisa': 59). 

This verse emphasizes that obedience to social authority is conditional, meaning 
it must adhere to the Qur'an and the Sunnah of the Prophet. In the Minangkabau 
context, custom is viewed as a legitimate form of social authority (ulil amri) as long 
as it does not conflict with Islamic law. Several journal articles examining Hamka's 
thinking explain that this verse serves as the theological basis for his view that custom 
is a social rule subject to Islamic values. 

Furthermore, Buya Hamka emphasized that Minangkabau customs are not 
static and absolute. Customs must be continually criticized and adapted to current 
developments, as long as they do not deviate from sharia principles. In academic 
studies, Hamka is understood as a figure who rejected the absolutization of customs 
without religious basis, as this has the potential to give rise to social practices that 
conflict with Islamic values of justice and morality. Therefore, if a custom conflicts 
with sharia, it must be corrected or abandoned. 

Thus, in Buya Hamka's view, the ABS–SBK concept serves not only as a symbol 
of cultural identity but also as a normative framework for the life of Minangkabau 
society. Through this principle, Hamka positions Islam as the primary source of 
values, while custom serves as a means of implementing Islamic values in social and 
cultural contexts. This view affirms that ABS–SBK is an ideal form of harmony 
between custom and religion in realizing a just and moral social order. 
 
A.A. Navis's Criticism of the Implementation of ABS–SBK 

Unlike Buya Hamka, A.A. Navis views the implementation of Adat Basandi 
Syarak, Syarak Basandi Kitabullah (ABS–SBK) more critically. In various studies of 
Minangkabau literature and culture, Navis is known to highlight the gap between the 
ideal concept of ABS–SBK and actual social practice. According to Navis, ABS–SBK is 
often only used as a cultural slogan without being consistently realized in everyday 
life. This indicates that the values contained in this philosophy, both from the 
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perspective of customs and Islamic law, have not fully touched the social life of society 
in real terms. 

Navis also criticized the tendency to use customs and religion for specific 
interests, such as maintaining power or social status. He argued that such practices 
contradict the moral and just goals that should be at the core of ABS–SBK. In this 
context, Navis emphasized that customs and religion should not be used as mere 
political tools or symbols, but rather should reflect ethical, moral, and just values in 
the social life of the Minangkabau people. Previous journal studies have reinforced 
this view, stating that Navis's critique is not only sociological but also moral-religious, 
as he links social practices to the substance of true Islamic teachings. 

Navis' criticism is in line with the hadith of the Prophet Muhammad saw. 
narrated by Imam Malik: 

كْتُمْ بِِِمَا : كِتَابَ اِلله وَ سُنَّةَ رَسُوْلِهِ   تَ ركَْتُ فِيْكُمْ أَمْرَيْنِ لَنْ تَضِلُّوْا مَا تَََسَّ
Meaning: "I have left you two things. You will not go astray as long as you adhere 

to them, (namely) the Book of Allah and the Sunnah of His Messenger" (HR. Imam 
Malik). 

This hadith emphasizes that the fundamental values of Islamic teachings must 
be truly embodied in real life, not merely used as symbols or formalities. A.A. Navis's 
critique demonstrates the need to evaluate ABS–SBK practices so that the values of 
justice and morality are not merely normative, but rather tangible and felt in social 
life. In other words, ABS–SBK must serve as a guideline for life that concretely 
regulates societal behavior, not merely a cultural identity or a tool for social 
legitimacy. 

Through this critical perspective, Navis emphasizes the importance of collective 
societal awareness to consistently uphold the ABS-SBK principles, ensuring that the 
philosophy remains relevant in the face of social change and the challenges of 
modernization. Navis's critique also serves as a reminder that harmonization between 
custom and religion does not occur automatically, but requires moral oversight and 
concrete implementation in the lives of Minangkabau people. 
 
Comparison of the Perspectives of Buya Hamka and A.A. Navis 

Buya Hamka and A.A. Navis's views on the concept of Adat Basandi Syarak, 
Syarak Basandi Kitabullah (ABS–SBK) show significant differences in focus. Buya 
Hamka emphasizes the normative and ideal side of ABS–SBK, namely how customs 
should be in harmony with Islamic law. According to Hamka, the integration of 
customs and religion is the main principle for building a just, moral, and religious 
society. This approach places Islam as the primary source of values, while customs 
serve as a means of implementing these values in social life. Academic studies of 
Hamka's thinking emphasize that this normative focus serves as a philosophical and 
theological framework that serves as a reference in evaluating Minangkabau social 
practices. 

In contrast, A.A. Navis highlights the empirical side of ABS–SBK, namely how 
the concept is applied in real life. In his literary works and essays, Navis shows that 
ABS–SBK practices are often inconsistent with the ideal values upheld, for example 
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when customs or religion are used for the sake of power or social status. Navis's 
critique is evaluative and reflective, encouraging society to ensure that the values of 
justice, morality, and religion are truly realized in social practices. Previous research 
in the journal Minangkabau culture and sociology emphasizes that Navis' empirical 
perspective is important to avoid mere formality or symbolism in the implementation 
of ABS–SBK. 

The differing perspectives between Hamka and Navis are not absolute 
contradictions, but rather complementary. Hamka's perspective provides a normative 
and philosophical foundation, while Navis's critique serves as a reminder that the 
ABS–SBK concept should not be confined to theory. Thus, these two perspectives 
create a comprehensive analytical framework: Hamka emphasizes ideals and moral 
principles, while Navis ensures the application of these principles in social reality. 
This synergy between normative and empirical approaches is crucial for ABS–SBK to 
remain relevant in the face of the dynamics of contemporary Minangkabau society, 
while maintaining a balance between cultural values and Islamic teachings. 
 
The Relevance of the ABS–SBK Concept in Today's Era 

Amidst social change and the influence of globalization, the ABS–SBK concept 
remains relevant in the lives of the Minangkabau people. Its values, such as balance 
between custom and religion, justice, and morality, remain crucial in maintaining the 
community's cultural identity. 

Various research results indicate that ABS–SBK is still applied contextually, 
particularly in the fields of education and character building. Research by Aldi and 
Kawakib (2025) demonstrated that the integration of traditional and Islamic values 
based on ABS–SBK positively contributed to the development of students' character. 
Meanwhile, a study by Mariana, Sibawaihi, and Nur Anna (2024) confirmed that ABS–
SBK serves as an integrative framework between local traditions and Islamic values 
amidst social change. 

Other research also shows that ABS–SBK values continue to influence customary 
law practices, such as prohibiting intermarriage and serving as a foundation for 
Minangkabau culture-based character education. This demonstrates that ABS–SBK is 
not only a cultural heritage but also a dynamic way of life that can adapt to changing 
times. 
 
CONCLUSION 

Based on the above description, it can be concluded that Buya Hamka views the 
concept of Adat Basandi Syarak, Syarak Basandi Kitabullah (ABS–SBK) as the 
normative and ideal foundation for Minangkabau society. According to him, custom 
and Islamic law are not two conflicting systems, but rather complement each other in 
forming a just and moral social order. Islam is positioned as the primary source of 
values that determine truth, while custom serves as a social instrument that 
implements these values in everyday life. 

Hamka's view is based on the theological principle that all forms of social 
authority, including custom, must be subject to the Quran and Sunnah. Therefore, 
the legitimacy of custom is conditional, as long as it does not conflict with Islamic 
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law. He also emphasized that custom is not static and absolute, but rather must be 
open to renewal and correction in accordance with changing times, as long as it 
adheres to the principles of Islamic teachings. 

Overall, the ABS–SBK concept, from Buya Hamka's perspective, is not merely a 
symbol of cultural identity, but an ethical and philosophical framework that 
emphasizes the harmony between custom and religion. Through this integration, 
ABS–SBK is understood as the ideal foundation for building a Minangkabau society 
that is religious, just, and virtuous. 
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